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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BENC, VE 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECTS: PETROLEUM REFINERIES 

REF: CARACAS 1410 

UNDERSTAND THAT DECISION ON ENGINEERING FIRM FOR EL PALITO 
REFINERY EXPANSION IS IMMINENT. ALSO BELIEVE AMUAY AND 
CARDON PROJECTS HAVE REACHED BIDDING STAGE. WE KNOW OF 

A NUMBER OF U.S. FIRMS, INCLUDING FOSTER WHEELER, LITWIN, 
LUMMUS, STONE AND WEBSTER, PARSONS, AND C.F. BRAUN, 

THAT ARE PURSUING DESIGN CONTRACTS ON THESE PROJECTS. 
WHILE WE EXPECT U.S. FIRMS TO DO WELL, CANNOT DISCOUNT 
POSSIBILITY OF FOREIGN PUSH ON THESE LARGE CONTRACTS, 
ESPECIALLY ON AMUAY. WOULD APPRECIATE UPDATE ON 
THREE PROJECTS - DELINEATION OF CONTRACTS TO BE LET, 

STATUS OF BIDDING, U.S. AND FOREIGN COMPANY INVOLVEMENT, 
ETC. 
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